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Psychiatric Units ; and areas will vary inueh in hospital facilities.
The following suggestions must therefore he regarded as in the highest
degree elastic ; they are, indeed, little more than finger-pointers
suggesting how, in an imaginary Joint Authority area, the proposed
in-patient facilities might be provided.

ORGANIZATION OF TEACHING PSYCHIATRIC  UNIT.

It will be convenient at this stage to consider the structure and
accommodation of a Teaching Psychiatric Unit. The possible functions
and services of such a unit, under the directorship of a professor of
psychiatry, have been considered in Chapter VII (pp. 42-45),

The unit should be located and built so as to combine the best
teaching facilities with the most favourable conditions for the treat-
ment and recovery of patients. The arrangements here described are
based on the designs of various units already in existence, and on the
experience of the Board of Control in preparing specifications for
Admission and Convalescent Blocks of Mental Hospitals. I am in-
debted to Mr. F. Coutts Webster, the architect of the Board of Control,
for preparing drawings of various types of unit and clinic. These
drawings can be seen by interested persons at the Ministry of Health
(see Appendix VII).

One plan for a Teaching Psychiatric Unit of 72 beds is drawn on
the assumption that the unit is situated on the periphery of a large
town and that there is plenty of space for buildings and grounds;
another has been prepared for a town site where space is limited. In
both plans, the unit consists essentially of 0 wards for adults, 3 for
each sex, containing 6 to 15 beds each, as follows :

(a) Two small wards of 6 beds for more or less acute cases needing
fairly continuous supervision. It is debatable whether these
wards should be included hi a non-teaching unit; but here
they are desirable for teaching purposes.

(6) Two wards of 15 beds for less acute cases, not needing so much
supervision, but undergoing active treatment.

(c)  Two wards of 15 beds for convalescent and recovering cases

who might be allowed certain liberties and privileges.

Also included in the unit are :

(d)  An out-patient department of the class described in this report

as a central psychiatric clinic with facilities and accommodation
for full accessory and clerical services, a registry for storing
records and case-sheets, and such accommodation for children
as is proposed for a Child Psychiatric Clinic (see Chapter IS,
p, 54). The department includes a generous supply of small
eoBstdting-rooms wherein student, post-graduate helpers and
others can take histories, conduct examinations and practise
psychotherapy.

(e)  A Central Pathological Laboratory} which may fit in appropri-

ately with the mental health services of the area.